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Letter to Aaron Burr.

SIR,

MELANCHOLY is the occafion on which

I addrefs you. The late fatal interview between the

unfortunate general Hamilton and you, has excited

the moft painful emotions in the breaft of every

patriotic citizen, from the northern boundary of New
Hampfhire to the fouthern extremity of Georgia

;

and will long continue to be remembered with the

deeped regret. Never, except on the death of the

illuftrious hero of the revolutionary war, were fuch

univerfal lamentations heard in the American dates.

To appreciate the worth, to pay the tribute of

gratitude due to the memory, of the deceafed ; or, in

fhort, to panegyrife the great man that has fallen in

our Ifrael, is not my prefent defign. On this part

of the fubjecl: I am happily prevented. To his dif-

tinguifhed merit a degree of juftice has been done
from the one end of united America to the other,

by perfons who had better opportunities of knowing
his worth than I can pretend.

With the deceafed and with you f ever have been

equally unconnected. OfprepofTeffion for the one, or

of prejudice againft the other, I do not confider my-
felf liable to the fufpicion. The giver of the chal-

lenge was, in a high degree, guilty ; and the accepter

was not innocent. But you know the old adage,

Nil de mortuis nifi bonum.
From motives the moft benevolent; with views

the moft falutary to you, I have taken the pen in my
hand. Sincerely can I apply to you the words ofan

apoftle concerning his beloved countrymen, and fay,

My heart's desire, my prayer to God for you, is, that

i
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you may be fpeedily humbled, and eventually saved,

Aggravated, indeed, is the guilt you have contracted*

dreadful is the punifhment yon have incurred. But
to you, and to all mankind, it is a pleafing reflection,

that greater (till is the merit of the all-atoning blood

of Jefus, the fon of God, and die faviour of men.

Often have I imagined myfelf in your unhappy
fituation; the reality of which heaven forbid ! What
my feelings, in thofe fanciful moments, are, it is far

eafier for you to conceive than for me to exprefs.

Taught by experience I know, that it is impoffible

for me infallibly to fay, how I would feel or act in

any fituation till I be in it. But, methinks, in your

miferable condition, I mould be of all men on earth

the moll wretched; life to me would be infupportabk;

and I could hardly forbear to adopt the defponding

language of the great and good man in the land of

Uz

—

Let the day perish wherein I was born, and the

nirht in which it zvas said. 'There is a man-child con-

ceived.

To a perfon of your reading, an invefliganon of

the origin, a definition of the nature, and a review of

the hiftory of duels, muff: be, in a great meafure, un~

necefTary. Whence, I afk, originates the practice of

duelling ? From what quarter does it come ? Is it

from heaven, or is it of men ? Does its origin attach

any kind, or degree, of refpectability to it ? Does it

afford any proof of its lawfulnefs ? Does the duellift

rifk his life, and his all ; his all in this world, and his

all in that which is to come ? How necefTary, in an

enterprize attended with fuch immenfe hazard, is the

fanction of heaven ! Did you, Sir, when you fent the

mortal challenge, and repaired to the fatal fpot, advert-

to this folemn confideration ? Do you now, after cool

recollection, think, you acted under the aufpices, and
with the approbation of that great Being, at whofe
awful bar each of us muff: ftand, and from whom we
i.re to receive a fentence., either qf acquittal or ofcon-



demnation, from which there can be no appeal ? I

do not wifh unneceflarily to wound your feelings; but

I muft be plain. The fubject is truly ferious,

and requires great plainnefs. Your eternal all is at

ftake. Permit the fecret monitor in your own breaft

to fpeak. The fanguinary practice ofduelling never

had, and never can, confiftently with that law, which

is the unerring rule of moral conduct, the infallible

criterion of right and wrong, good and evil, have the

ianction ofheaven. Never till the laws of heaven be

repeated, and the foundations of civil government be

fubverted, can it be lawful. Can the law of moral

rectitude be refcinded ? Can the effential dittinction

between virtue and vice be extinguifhed ? It is im-

poffible. Sooner may heaven and earth pafs away.

Are you folicitous to find an excufe for your con-

duct ; and, if poffible, to juftify it ? Have you tor-

tured your invention to find a warrant for it ? Vain
fearch ! Do you feek for it in the facred books ? To
fearch the fcriptures, Jewifh and chriftian, is, at once,

your duty and your interefl. In the facred hiflory

repeated inftances of affaffination occur. But are

they recorded for our imitation ? No, but for cautions

and warnings to us. Only one approved example
occurs, that feems to poflefs the formalities of a duel,

or fingle combat. You muft immediately perceive

that I refer to the affair of the champion of the Philif-

tines, and the young fon of JeiTe. Here feems to be

an interchange of challenge and acceptance. But
was this, in the modern fenih of the term, a duel?

Was life rifked to adjuft a petty difference or private

quarrel, between two individuals ? No. That this

cafe, in its occafion, concomitant circumftances, and

defign, was extraordinary, no candid perfon will deny.

That, in accepting the infolent and impious chal-

lenge, by which the audacious Philiftine defied Ifrael,

and, which was infinitely more, the God of Ifrael, and
in, i;he fubfequcnt victory which he obtained, the
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young Hebrew was, by an extraordinary divine im-
pulfe, guided and ftrengthened in a manner not to be

expected in our times, cannot, with any unprejudiced

perfon, admit of a doubt. Never does the Deity any

thing in vain. For the molt important and falutary

purpofes was this extraordinary interpofition of heaven

granted. The honour of the God of Ifrael, the pre»

fervation of that chofen race, and the prevention of

the fhedding of precious blood, all concurred to re-

quire it. Does that infpired volume, which is admit-

ted as the infallible ftandard of our belief, and of our

conduct, furnifh no warrant for duelling ? Does it

flrenuoufly remonftrate againft: the murderous prac-

tice ? Where fliali we find a warrant for it ? Does
reafon give its fuffrage in favour of the cuitom ? No„
Reafon, no lefs than revelation, remonftrates againft

it. Without authority from heaven or earth, repug-

nant to the laws of God and man, it militates againft

every principle of religion, of realbn, of humanity,

and of found policy. Every focial virtue, every ten-

der feeeling, forbids it.

Who can now forbear to repeat the queftion,

Whence has a practice, fo odious to God, and to

all good men, originated ? From a review of the

hiftory of former ages, it appears, that this {hocking

practice had its rife in times and places, in which it

was euftomary to fettle all great differences, and decide

all public controversies, by arms. This was the cafe,

during the ages of Gothic ignorance, barbarifm, and
fuperftition, in the northern countries of Europe.

But, even in tbofe times, barbarous and fuperftitious

as they were, no fuch duels, as are cuftomary among
us, were allowed. Different, in various refpects, were
their duels from ours. They were not permitted in

the cafe of perlbnal animofities, or private difputes.

They were, by law, authorifed for the determi-

nation of public caufes ; which could not be de-

cided by witneffcs. The cuftom prevailed fo far,
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that perfons of every defcription were, by authority

of law, obliged to fubmit to it. Women, fick per-

fons, cripples, and fuch as were under twenty-one

years of age, or above fixty, were, however, ex-

empted. Perfons of the facred order, who could not

confidently with the nature of their function, take the

"field in their own perfons, were obliged to find

champions to fight in their ftead. Thus fingle com-
bat for the decifion of public caufes had, in thofe

times, the fanction of law. Eafy is it to account for

fuch laws, and fuch ufages,, in the ages of barbarifna

and fuperftition. It was then a prevailing opinion,

that, if a capital crime was committed, and the cafe

did not admit ofproof by witnefifes, the Deity would,

in the event of referring it, for decifion, to a duel,

infallibly interpofe for the detection and punifhment

of the accufed perfon, if guilty, and for the vindication

and deliverance of the innocent. Such fentiments

were calculated for the meridian of barbarous and
fuperftitious times. But (hall we, in this enlightened

age, borrow maxims of life and rules ofconduct from
fuch times and fuch cuftoms ? Single combat for

compromifing perfonal differences or private dif-

putes, never, even in the ages of Gothic ignorance.,

barbarity, and fuperftition, had the fanction of law.

Such duels as are, to the great reproach of religion

and humanity, frequent among us, the law did not,

even in thofe rude ages, permit. Considered as a

folemn appeal to the omnifcience and the juftice of

the Deity, duels were admitted, as I faid, only in

public and doubtful cafes; and they were ever un-

dertaken by the authority of the civil magistrate, and
conducted in a judicial form.

This mode of determining public controverfies3

afterwards underwent feveral lalutary regulations and
reftrictions. It was, by law, confined to capital

crimes ; it required a certain proof that the crime

iiad been perpetrated i it admitted the combat onlf
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pofed to be guilty ; and when the cafe did not admit
of proof by witnefTes. This fanguinary law has long

ago been aboiifhed ; and its barbarous effects difcon-

tinued. But have duels ceafed ? Has the nefarious

practice been configned to everlafting infamy j and

buried forever in oblivion ? No, no. A fpecies of

duelling, unauthorifed and unknown in Gothic agess

and barbarous times, has become prevalent, and been

productive of the moft fatal confequences. Accuf-
tomed, for a feries of ages, to the decifion of caufes

of public concern, and of a doubtful nature, by arms,

men began to extend the unhappy cuftom to per-

fonal difputes, and private offences. The melan-
choly confequence was, duels, which could not, in

former times, be fought, but by the appointment of

the civil magiftrate, were undertaken without thein-

terpofition of his authority, and in cafes to which the

laws did not extend. Upon every affront and of-

fence, how nugatory and trifling foever, it might be>

a gentleman confidered himfelf entitled to draw his

fword, or prefent his piftol, and call on his antagonift

to make reparation. Such ideas, entertained by men
of high fpirit, fierce courage, and rude manners, could

not fail to produce the moft melancholy confequences.

Offence was often taken -, and revenge was always

prompt. Human blood ran in torrents. Thoufands
of ufeful lives were loft.

This murderous practice, which has had fuch a

general fpread in chriftendom, both in the eaftern

hemifphere and the weftern, took its rife, or, at Jeaft,

aflumed, in the public opinion, a degree of refpecta~

bility, which otherwife it, probably, never would have

acquired, from a circumftance that occurred in the

fixteenth century ; the famous challenge, which Fran-
cis I. fent, Anno 1527, to Charles V. This was
occafioned by the breaking up of a treaty between

thefe two powerful monarchs. Charles defired Fran-
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iris's herald to acquaint his fovereign, that he would
henceforth confider him not only as a bafe violater of

public faith, but as a ftranger to the honour and in-

tegrity of a gentleman. Francis, too high-fpirited

to bear fuch an imputation, had recourfe to this ex-

traordinary expedient to vindicate his chara6ter. He
inftantly fent back the herald with a cartel of defiance,

in which he gave the emperor the lie in form, and

challenged him to fingle combat j requiring him to

name the time and place of meeting, and the weapons
with which he chofe to fight. Charles, who was not

inferior to his rival in fpirit and bravery> readily ac-

cepted the challenge. But this duel never was fought.

After feveral meffages relative to the circumftances

of the combat, accompanied with mutual reproaches

bordering on the moft indecent fcurrility, all thoughts

of the duel were prudently laid afide.

The example of two monarchs, the moft powerful

then in the world, drew, as might have been ex-

pected, general attention, and had no fmall influence

on the fubfequent manners of the feveral nations of
Europe. Duels, which, in former times, were al-

lowed only in public caufes, according to the pre-

scription of law, and conducted in a judicial manner,
afterwards were fought, almoft every day, without

any acknowledgment of the civil judge, and attended

with the moft fatal effects. Nay, to fuch an extent

did thefe contefts of honour prevail, that they were,

at certain periods, almoft as deftructive to the human
fpecies as war itfelf. Powerful, indeed, is the domi-
nion of fafhion ! Neither the terror of penal laws,

nor reverence for religion, nor the fear of a future

ftate ; nor all thefe together, have yet been able to

abolifn a practice, which, as it is now conducted,

feems to have been unknown among the ancients j

and which cannot be juftified by any principle of

reafon or religion. *

Were an inhabitant of another orb to vifit our
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world, and to be informed concerning the nature, and
the effects of duels, one of the firft queftions that

would occur to him is this—Among what defcriptions

of men is fuch a practice to be found ? Could we,

without a blufh, anfwer his queftion ? The fact, how-
ever, cannot be either concealed or dilTembled. Gen-
tlemen of rank and fafhion, of refined tafte and po-

Jifhed manners, incredible to tell ! are, to their eternal

difgrace, concerned in the infamous practice. A
gentleman a duellift ! is not every duellift a bully ?

Pray, what is the difference between the duellift and
the bully? Are you, fir, ftartled at the queftion ? Re-
flect calmly, think ferioufly, for a moment, and your

furprife will ceafe. What conftitutes the character

of the bully ? Is it not an affemblage of irrationality*

impetuofity, and barbarity? When you meet a fel-

low, whether dreffed in fatin or fackcloth, is immate-
rial, menacing and braving every man that comes in.

his way, to fight, that is, to kill him, or be killed by
him, what opinion of him do you entertain ? Is he

not, in your eftimation, an impetuous bully, a turbu-

lent ruffian, deftitute of fenfibility and honour, and

every fentiment of humanity and generality ? Does
his difregard of life, recommend him to you ? Does
it conftitute him, in your account, a man of exem-
plary courage and bravery? To yourfelfl fubmit,

whether to let fuch a low value on life, befpeaks the

bravery of the gentleman, or of the bully. The af-

fertion, all that a man hath, will he give for his life,

is a truth of fuch incontrovertable notoriety, that

angels, men, and devils, all unitedly affect to it. Do
not you affent to it ? Doubtlefs you do. But when
you fent the fatal challenge to your unfortunate rival,

did you not act in a manner utterly incompatible with

it ? Did you not fet yourfelf, in difregard for life, on

a level with the bully ? What is a challenge to fight

a duel ? Is it not, in plain term* a challenge to kill,

or be killed ?
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What neceflity is there, or can there be, for giv-

ing, or accepting a challenge to fight a duel ? What
infult, what injury, what grievance is it, for the re-

drefs of which, other means are not provided ? Pro-

vided by the united authority of heaven and earth
;

the laws of God and ofman ? What is it, that a man
can lofe, for the recovery of which he is juflified in

rifking his life ? What can be to him an adequate

compenfation, a fufficient equivalent, for the lofs of

his life ? Is the giving of a challenge to right a duel,

or the acceptance of it, a decifive proof of courage ?

Is a refufal to give, or to receive a challenge an in-

fallible evidence of cowardice ? Do you anfwer in the

affirmative ? Recoiled; a little. What miftaken ideas

of honour do men, and intelligent men, entertain

!

Did not Anthony fend a challenge to C^efar to meet
and fight him ? Did Csefar accept the challenge, and

fight Anthony? You cannot but know, he did not.

He, on the contrary, defired the bearer of the mef-

fage to tell Anthony, thata if he was weary oflife> there

were other ways to death> besides the point of his sword,

Was C^far a coward ? Has his refufal to fight An«
thony, ever been, in any age, or in any country, ac-

counted an inftance of cowardice I No. All ages

have admired it as the ac~l of a difcreet and gallant

man, who was confeious of the importance of his life $

and knew how to treat, with deferved contempt, the

humour of a petulant and revengeful antagonist.—

Would to God, your deceafed combatant, whofe life

and fervices were fo valuable to his family, and to

his country, had, in time, adverted to this important

confideration

!

From fpurious notions, falfe ideas of honour, a long

train of the moft unhappy confequences have fol-

lowed. If a gentleman, a chrifVian, from religious

objections, confeientious fcruples, declines to draw

his fword, or prefent his piftol, that is, to fight a

duel i muft his honour be fullied, his reputation taiv
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mflied. His honour fullied, his reputation tarnifhed,

becaufe he refufes to kill, or to be killed ! Among
whom is his character injured ? Among the ju-

dicious and worthy part of mankind ? No ; but as

a learned, pious, and elegant writer fpeaks, " among
a few rafh and precipitate creatures ; the pupils of

La Mancha's knight ; the fons of chimera and cru-

elty : whofe applaufe is infamy, and their detraction

the higheft praife they can bellow." Do the incon-

fiderate rabble praife, or do they difpraife ? Is the

man, the gentleman, the chriftian, in the former cafe,

elated ; in the latter, mortified ? No ; their injudi-

cious commendations, and their unjuft cenfures, he

holds in equal contempt. That men of good edu-

cation, great talents, and high profeflional merit,

ihould forget their duty and their dignity fo far as to

defcend to a level with beings, who, in external form,

are human ; but, in their temper and conduct, feem
rather to be cannibals, I had almoflfaid tygers $ is to

me matter of equal aftonifhment and regret. To de-

cline a duel may be among the inconfiderate difgrace-

ful ; but among the difcreet and wife it is truly ho-

nourable. The reafon is manifeft. Every duel,

whatever name of honour it may aflfume, is of a mur-
derous nature. Ts not this the verdict of our ableft

cafuifts, divines and lawyers ? Is not this a fentimentj

in which all good men, of every country, concur ?

In every duel mufb there not be, if not the lofs, the

rifk, of life; a life, probably, ufeful to fociety, a

bleffing to numerous relatives, and intimately con-

nected with a blifsful or a miferable immortality ?

Serious confideration

!

You have now, fir, had time for deliberate and

cool reflection. Permit rrje to afk, How do you feel

on the recollection of the late tragical fcene ? Has
not your imagination often painted, in colours which

I am not able to defcribe, the various circumftances

of die horrid cataftrophe ? Has not the image of the
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deceafed, as an unwelcome gueft, often intruded into

your company ? Does it not haunt you in your moft

retired hours, and folitary moments j occaiioning to

you impreflions and forebodings, which you cannot

exprefs ? Have not the enjoyments and amufements

of life, become to you, in great part, infipid ? Nay,
are you not weary of life ? How any man, that has,

in a murderous manner, taken the life of another, can

enjoy his own, is to me an inexplicable paradox. Self-

condemned and felf- tormented muft the murderer

ever be. Do you not, in your gloomy moments,
fometimes adopt the complaint

—

Wherefore is light

given to him that is in misery , and life unto the bitter in

soul -, who longfor deaths but it cometh not ; and dig for

it more than for hid treasure ? Is not the deceafed,

in your account, happy, and his furviving adverfary,

I had almoft faid afiaffin, miferable ? Do you not

adopt the words of the divine moralift—/ praised the

dead, who are already dead more than the living, who are

yet alive ? Awfully folemn is the fubjecl, to a criti-

cal fcrutiny, a ferious investigation of which you are

now called. At the dread tribunal of the great God
your conduct has already been arraigned and con-

demned. The execution of the tremendous fentence

is fufpended for a time ; but the time is fhort, and, to

you, uncertain. All depends on the pleafure of the

fovereign judge. In what manner, and for whatpur-
pofes, the criminal ought to employ his few remain-

ing, and fleeting moments, I need not tell you. In

the words of the royal preacher I now addrefs you

—

If thou be wise, thou shalt be wise for thyself ; but if

thou scornest, thou alone shalt bear it.

You have been, fir, by a very refpeclable jury of
your fellow citizens, after a moft deliberate, candid^

and folemn inveftigation of your cafe, in its various

circumftances, found guilty of the murder of general

Alexander Hamilton, Horrid crime! Dreadful is your

iltuation. Your crime, as it appears in foro humano^
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I leave to the wifdom and the juftice of thofe, whom
providence has invefted with authority to take cogni-

zance of fuch enormities, and to punifh them. I con-

fider it as it (lands in foro divino. In order to im-
prefs you with the turpitude of it j and its confequent

baneful effects, permit me to remind you ofyour cer-

tain and fpeedy appearance at the auguft tribunal of

almighty God ; and to folicit your moft ferious at-

tention to the following considerations.

Have you not, in the moft criminal and prefump-
tuous manner, ufurped the power, and arrogated to

yourfelf the prerogatives of Deity? When you fent

the fatal challenge to your antagonift to meet and

fight you, did you not, in effect, fummon him to kill

you, or be killed by you ? Did not the fummons im-
ply your right to furrenderyour own life, and demand
his, at pleafure ? Did you, in fact, poffefs a right

either to give your own life, or to take his ? No, fir,

a power to give life, and to take it away, the moft

high God has referved to himfelf. He alone is en-

titled to fay, / kill, and Imake alive. And, therefore,

if you take away your own life, or the life of another

man, you ufurp the throne ; you arrogate the diftin-

guifhing privilege of the Lord of heaven and earth.

You claim, in this cafe, a power, which he has not

communicated to any creature. One man only ever

has appeared in our world, who had authority to dif-

pofe of his own life, or the life of others. He could

fay, / have power to lay down my life, and Ihave powor
So take it again. He, indeed, was man; but he

no lefs truly was God ; and, therefore, had unlimited

power, uncontrollable authority, to do what he pleafed.

There are, three cafes, in which a man may be

called to rifk his own life, or to take the life of

another—The cafe of public juftice, necelTary felf-

defence, or lawful war. Can you, in excufe for your

late criminal and fanguinary act, plead any one

of the three ? Do you reply, you rifked your owb
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life, you took the life of your adverfary, in felf-de-

fence ? Self-defence ! Defence of what ? Of your

life ? No, fir j this plea cannot avail you. The pre-

text is abfurd. Did your antagonift ever threaten

your life ? Do you really think that he ever had any

defign againft your life ? Was your property; or was

your character, attacked ? Other means of defence

and redrefs were provided. Your antagonifl: did not

call for your life ; and you had no right to call for

his. To refign your own life, or to require his, you
had no authority. He who gave life, and he alone,

had a right to recal it. This right you impioufly

arrogated ; this power you prefumptuoufly ufurped.

Criminal arrogance ! Daring ufurpation ! In the

words of a prophet I may afk

—

Will a man rob God?
Have you not, in a manner the moft deliberate, un-

relenting, and cruel, violated an exprefs precept of

that law, which is of the highefl authority j and which
extends to men of every description, and to all their

aftions ? The fixth commandment is, 'Thou shall not

kill. Concife is this law; but very comprehenfive.

Few are the words, in which it is conceived ; but ex-

tenfive is its application. Often, and juftly, has it

been obferved, that each of the moral precepts con-

fifts of two parts, the one expreft, and the other im-
plied. Is it conceived in pofitive terms ? It has a

negative part, though not expreft, neceffarily implied.

Is a particular duty, religious or moral, exprefsly en-

joined ? The oppofite fin is implicitly prohibited.

Is the commandment expreft in negative terms ? It

has a pofitive part implied. Is a particular fin, in

exprefs terms, forbidden ? The duty, to which that

fin is immediately oppofed, is, by implication, re-

quired. The fixth commandment is one of the ne-

gative kind. What does this law exprefsly forbid }

Every fpecies ; every degree ofmurder; every thoughts

every word, every action., of a murderous nature, or

that has a murderous tendency. What does this com-
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mandment implicitly require ? This queftiou I cafi-

not anfwer better than in the words of a fummary of

the doctrines and duties of the Chriftian religion,

which, for concifenefs and arrangement, comprehen-
fivenefs and perfpicuity, is held in the higheft eftima-

tion by the reformed churches, both in the eaftern

world and the weftern. Thus it fpeaks

—

The sixth

commandment requireth all lawful endeavours to preserve

cur own life, and the life of others. When you fent

the deadly challenge, and repaired to the bloody fpotj

when you rilked your own life, and took away the

life of your unfortunate antagonift, did you act con-

formably to this requifition ? Did you not, on the

contrary, act in the moft direct and impious oppo-
fition and contrariety to it ? Did you not, in the moft
daring manner, infult the authority, and defy the ven-

geance of the one fupreme lawgiver, who, as an apof-

tolical writer fpeaks, is able to save, and to destroy ?

Does heaven, in the moft peremptory manner, pro-

hibit murder, and will you, in the moft deliberate

manner, dare to perpetrate it ? Is not murder, every

fpecies, every degree of murder, a crime ; an atroci-

ous crime ? Is it not in every age, earlier and later,

and in every country under heaven, accounted a ca-

pital crime ? Explicit, peremptory, immutable is

the ancient law

—

Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man
shall his blood be shed. At the hand of every man's

brother, faith the Lord, will 1 require the life of man.

Other crimes pafs concealed, and unpunifhedj but

how feldom can murder be concealed or pafs with

impunity ? Innocent blood the earth may open her

mouth to receive, and, for a time, fecrete in a manner
that may elude all human fearch. But when the Lord
of heaven and earth cometh out ofhis place to punish the

inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity, the earth shall

disclose her blood, and shall no more cover her slain.

The hiftory of the murder of Abel by his unnatural^,

inhuman, cruel brother Cain, you doubtlefs, have
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1-ead. Monftrous crime ! Heavy the doom of the

perpetrator ! Hear it from the mouth of the dread

judge

—

The voice of thy brother's blood cryeth unto me

from the ground. And now art thou cursed from the

earth, which hath opened her mouth to receive thy bro-

ther's blood from thy hand. When thou tillest the

ground, it shall not henceforth yield urn' o thee her strength.

A fugitive and a vagabond shali thou be in the earth.

Hardly can I forbear to add the words of the poet

:

Mutato nomine de te

Fabula narratur.

Have you not, fir, by your precipitate, impetuous,

fanguinary proceedings, done an irreparable injury to

yourfdf ? Have you not mortally wounded your re-

putation, and effentially injured your intereft ? Have
you not made fad the hearts ofyour neareft and deareft

relatives
; your moft valuable and belt friends ? But

there is a confideration infinitely more important frill

;

you have egregioufly injured your immaterial and im-
mortal part. What faith the perfonal wifdom ofGod,
the faviour and the judge of the world ? He that sin-

neth against me, fays he, wrongeth his pwn soul. Aw-
ful declaration ! I might have faid denunciation. Ic

muft be to you a moft alarming reflection, that while

the Mofaic law allowed facrifkes for the expiation of

other crimes ; for murder it admitted of no fatisfac-

tion, but by the blood of the unhappy perfon that per-

petrated it. To this important difcrimination be-

tween murder and all other crimes, the penitent writer

of the fifty-firft Pfalm probably refers, when he ad-

dreftes his offended, but now reconciled maker thus

—

Thou desirest not sacrifice, else would 1 give it. Is it

not as if he had faid—-Had I committed any other

crime, I might have been allowed to expiate it by
facrifkes and offerings -, and, in this cafe, no expence

of treafure or of blood, mould have been wanting 5

but, moft unhappily for me, I have been guilty of a

crime of fuch enormity, that, for the expiation of it,,

c
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animal facrifices are utterly unavailing ? The law-

does not authorife, and, therefore, cannot accept

them. What was this inexpiable crime ? What was
the crime, for the expiation of which, thousands of
rams, and ten thousands of rivers of oil, were to-

tally inadequate; wholly unavailing? The Hebrew
monarch had, not, indeed, with his own hand, but by
a bloody mandate to an obfequious fervant, murdered
one of the moft inoffenfive, brave, and exemplary of-

ficers in his army. Confcious was he of the capital

nature of his crime. His life, he knew, he had for-

feited. He was felf-condemned. The dreadful fen-

tence he had paffed againft himfelf. As the Lord
liveth, faid he to Nathan, the man that hath done this

thing, shall surely be put to death. But the fole fu-

preme law-giver, who has power to save as well as to

destroy -, and who can, in particular cafes, and for im-
portant purpofes, fufpend the operations of his own
law ; had granted a pardon, and by a prophet, fent

for the exprefs purpole, intimated it to him. The Lord
hath put away thy sin, faid Nathan to the king, thou

shalt not die. By an extraordinary interpolation of

heaven, his forfeited, but moft valuable and ufeful
J;

life was fpared. Such immediate interpofitions of

heaven, fuch acts of the divine prerogative, are not,

in our times, to be expected. If any man, of what

name foever, counteract the law, which peremptorily

demands bloodfor blood, it muft be at his peri). Of
that felf-enjoyment ; that ferenity and calm of mind,

without which life is unworthy of its name -, have you

not, in one fatal moment, deprived, forever deprived

yourfelf ? Do you not, on a recollection of that moft

unhappy moment, feel a degree of remorfe ofcon-

icience, that embitters every thing, which otherwife

would be fweet in life ? Does not your own mind
often upbraid you with greater acrimony and feverity

than I am either able or willing to ufe ? Does not a

fecret anguifh, unknown to the world, often wring
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and torture your very inmoft foul J Is not your pk*

nisbmeut already greater than you are able to bear ?

What do you think, fir, of the irreparable injury

you have done to the once happy, but now wretched,

family of your deceafed antagonift ? Is not their lofs

irretrievable ? The now widowed mother, the now
fatherlefs children, you have wounded in the mod
tender part ; and rilled with many forrows. Cruel

deed ! To yourfelf, as a man of fenfibility, I appeal.

To conjugal attachments, to parental feelings, you
cannot be a ftranger. Do you not, in imagination,

often vifit this house of mourning? Can you poffibly

avoid a participation in their forrows ? Their accu-

mulated affliction, their complicated diftrefs, I will

not attempt to defcribe. I have not powers, either of

conception or of utterance, equal to the tafk. On
fuch a fubject language is unmeaning; filence is ex-

preffive. Let me afk, is any thing you have gained

an equivalent for the infinite diftrefs you have caufed

to an unoffending family ? Any thing you have gain-

ed, did I fay ? Have you gained any thing ? No, fir,

you have loft every thing ; and gained nothing. I

muft remind you, and I entreat you to confider, that,

of the widow and of the fatherlefs, God ever has

evinced himfelf to be the patron and the friend. In-

juries done to them, he accounts done to himfelf; and
will infallibly refent them. Be allured, fir, he beholds

the affliction, and he hears the groans of the mother,

whom you have cruelly made a widow, and of the

children, whom, without the fhadow of provocation

on their part, you have, in the moft mercilefs man-
ner, rendered fatherlefs. When he shall make inqui-

sition for blood> he will remember them : He will not

forget the cry of the humble.

Have you not done a moft efTential, I had almoft

faid irreparable, injury to your country ? At a critical

period did an all-difpofing providence raife the de-

ceafed, and furnifn him with talents, which enabled
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him to perform the mod effential and difficult fervicesj

in a manner that reflected diftinguifhed honour upon
himfelf, and produced the happieft effects to his

country. To eulogize his talents, or recount his fen.

vices, is foreign to my purpofe. His military, po-

litical, and profeffional abilities are extenfively known,
and univerfally acknowledged. Was he ever re-

luctant ; was he notj on the contrary, ever ready to

ftep forward, and exert his belt abilities in the fervice,

and for the benefit of 'his country ? Did not the inha-

bitants of his own, and her filler Hates, on all critical

dccafions, ever look up to him as their father and

their friend ? Were they ever difappointed ? Did not

the retrofpect of his pad meritorious fervices natu-

rally fuggeft the fond hope of a fucceffion of them for

a feries of years to come ? But, horrid to tell ! on a

fudden, in one inaufpicious moment, you blafted all

their flattering profpecls ; you difappointed all their

pleafing hopes. Fatal moment, indeed, to united

America ! The gloom which it has fpread, will not

be foon diffipated. Generations yet unborn will la-

ment the premature demife of the friend of America ;

and execrate the hand that deprived her of him. The
nation fuftains the lofs ; you bear the guilt. Is not

your guilt, your puniihment, greater than you can

bear ? What apology have you to offer to the nation ?

But, in this cafe, how unavailing are apologies ?

The lofs is irretrievable. Great are your obligations

to the people of the United States. Did they not,

by their fuffrages, at a very late period, raife you to

a ftation ofvery diftinguifhed honour as well as profit?

Was not your elevation an event as unexpected to

yourfelf as to the nation ? Alas, what a change ofpub-
lic opinion -, what a reverfe of fortune have you in-

curred ! Spontaneoufly advanced ; but now univer-

fally execrated 1 Can you blame the people ? Is there

not a caufe ? Have you not, with circumftances of

aggravated barbarity, deprived them of one of their

brighteft ornaments and molt valuable friends ?
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Have you not done a great indignity to the high

office, to which the fuffrages of your fellow citizens,

under the aufpices of providence, had advanced you ?

Honourable is the ftation you were chofen to fill.

Civil magiftracy, in its variuos departments and de-

grees, is of a heavenly original ; and is intended to

iubferve the mod valuable purpofes. Let every soul

be subject unto the higher powers, fays the eminent

apoftle of the Gentiles ; for, adds he, there is no power

but of God : 'The powers that be are of God. Without
order and fubordination, mankind cannot, in a ftate

of fociety, fubfift ; our world would be one univerfal

fcene of anarchy, diforder, and blood. Is the advance-

ment of perfnns reflations of civil authority and pow-
er, the effect of mere accident or blind chance ? No,
Never can it happen without the efficiency, or, at

leaft, the permillion of Providence. Promotion, fays

one of the infpired writers, cometh neither ftcm the

east, nor from the west, nor from the south; but God
is the judge : He putteth down one, and setteth up ano-

ther. It pleafed the great ruler of the univerfe, the

fovereign difpofer of all perfons and all events, to pro-

mote you to the fecond place in the government of

the American ftates. Honourable ftation ! Has your

conduct been ornamental to your high office •, or has

it been difgraceful ? Have you not difgraced your-

felf ; have you not difgraced your high office ; have

you not difgraced your country ? What ! the fecond

perfon in the American government a duellift ! What
a ihame ! the friends of America in Europe, and in

every other quarter of the world, blufh on your ac-

count. However regardlefs of your own perfonal

honour, you certainly ought to have paid more refpecl

to your official character.

Has the criminal act., that has expofed you to

univerfal cenfure, accompiiihed ; or has it defeated

your defign ? Here occurs a queition of fuch an intri-

cate nature, that the deci(ion lies folelv between the
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omniscient and yourfelf. Let me afk you. What was
your intention ? Was it, as is ufual in fuch affairs of

honour, the vindication of your character; the efta-

blifhment ofyour reputation ? Or, was it of a more
fanguinary nature? This, I confefs, is a delicate ques-

tion. In doubtful cafes charity inclines to the fa-

vourable fide. But you muft allow me to tell you,

that the current of public opinion runs high againft

you, and appearances are extremely unfavourable to

you. If your intention went no farther than charity

may induce fome to fuppofe; never was a man more
unhappy in the choice of means fbraccomplifhinghis

end. Has your reputation been eftablifhed ; has

your honour been enhanced ? I need not tell you,

the reverfe is the truth. This you know. In that ever

to be lamented, that fatal moment, in which Hamil-
ton fell, your character, began to bleed. The wound
it received, is mortal; no time, no means can heal it.

The queftion recurs ; Has your end been gained, or

has your defign been fruftrated ? I will here take the

liberty to tranicribe, for your perufal, part of a letter

written by the learned bifhop of C to the earl

of Bellamont, on his duel with lord Townfhend. In

order to enable you to underftand his words, it may
be necerTary to remind you, that the bifhop who was
the fon and heir of an ancient and honourable houfe,

had, in his youth, been a man of honour, that is, he

had fought a duel; a duel that had well nigh put a

period to his life, and had been attended with confe-

quences the molt fatal to his neareft and deareft rela-

tives and connexions. Thu^ the learned bifhop fpeaks,

—

ft We receive an afcont, and we endanger our

lives; we expofe the long lift of our friends todif-

trefs ; we hazard all the glowing expectation of our

tendered: ties, all our deareft profpects in this world,

and all our greateit in the next; to, to do what ? I

blufh, my lord, at my ownquefcion ; to punifhfome

act of incivility, that fhouid excite our contempt,
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or fome difreiped which is wholly below our indig-

nation. The man, who is not ready to apologize

for an offence he offers another, does not deferve to

be confidered a gentleman. Yet fuppofingthe cafe

otherwife, the offence to be deadly which induces us

to take away a life; if it isoffuch magnitude as to

require a bloody expiation, it mould be to the laws :

And if it is not, we furely rebel againft the majefty

of our own hearts, where we endeavour to wipe it a-

way with blood. In whatever light we look upon

duelling, my lord, I am perfuaded you will concur

with me in thinking, that it is founded no lefs in folly

than in barbarity. Were we even the victors, what

is our triumph ? A triumph over humanity, a tri-

umph over juflice, a triumph over our families, our

country, and our God ! If ourreafon, therefore, is

not alarmed at the various dangers attending this hor-

rible cuftom, our pride mould be roufed at the charge

of weaknefs to which it expofes our characters.

"

Attend, fir, to what follows. " Few, who go into

the field, have any wifh to deftroy the life of an ad-

verfary ; yet all mud unavoidably expofe their own.

Our univerfal fludy is to let a juft value on this blefs-

ing ; yet our univerfal practice is to treat it as an ob-
ject of the flighteft confideration. The life of an

Englifh," I may add of an American " gentleman,

is the only thing in which he feems to have the leaft

property. Make an attempt on his eilate, and he

feeks a judicial remedy; fet fire to his houfe, and

he feeks a judicial remedy alio ; but if you doubt his

veracity, no law can give him redrefs ; his life muft
be inftantly hazarded to procure fatisfaction ; and the

moment another becomes rude, he is obliged to be
defperate. Thus fituated he meets his adverfary, as

every feeling man muit meet his adveriary, with an

infinitely greater friare of apprehenfion for conie-

quences than of a paflion for revenge. Though he

wants fortitude to do what he wishes, yet he muftcrs
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up courage to do what he abhors. It is better, my
lord, that there fhould be no redrefs at all for infults,

than co adopt a mode of redrefs, if redrefs it may be

called, which accumulates the injuries of the party

infulted. Many are the affociations to improve the

opera, to encourage race-horfes, and to preferve the

game. For the love of heaven, my lord, let there

be one to preferve the human fpecies ; to fave the

hoary father from falling a victim to the phrenzy of

his flaughtered fon, to prevent the doating mother's

agonizing fhrieks, to fnatch the tender wife from un-
utterable defpair, and continue a parent to a help-

Ms brood of innocents." To your ferious reflections

on the bifhop's words, in connexion with your own
conduct, I leave you.

Have you not offered a high infult to the wifeft

legiflators of pail and prefent times, and the mofl fa-

lutary laws, both ofyour own country and of others ?

Tell me of a wife legiflator, ancient or modern, by
whom the infamous practife of duelling is not con-

demned. Where is the civilized, not to lay chrifti.

anized, ftate, by which it is fanctioned ? Did you,

in the frantic moment, entirely forget the late law of

the ftate of New York, which declares, that if any

perfon belonging to that ftate, fhall be concerned in

fighting a duel, he fhall forfeit all the rights of citi-

zenship for twenty years ? Is it not a wife law of the

legislature in the territory of the Miffiffippi, which

pronounces every duel a capital crime; and every

duellift a criminal? Do you not, in your moments of

cool reflection, cordially approve the conduct of a

late European monarch, who prohibited all duels in

his dominions; and who, when two high-fpirited gen-

tlemen applied to his majefty for licence to fight a

duel, replied, that they might, if they chofe, fight j

but, at the fame time, certified them, that the fur-

vivor, whoever he might be, fhould, without delay,

be executed as a criminal. But I will go farther
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back, and put you in mind of the famous edict oi

Pharamond, king of the Gauls ; with which you can-

not be, till now, unacquainted. I fhail, however,

tranfcribe the whole.
" Pharamond, king of the Gauls, to all his loving

fubjects fendeth greeting*

" Whereas it has come to our royal notice and

obfervation,that, in contempt of all laws divine and

human, it is of late become a cuftom among the

nobility and gentry of this our kingdom, upon flight

and trivial, as well as great and urgent provocations,

to invite each other into the field, there, by their own
hands, and of their own authority, to decide their

Controverfies by combat s we have thought fit to take

the faid cuftom into our royal confideratiortj and
find, upon inquiry into the ufual caufes, whereon
fuch fatal decifions have arifen, that, by this wicked
cuftom, maugre all the precepts of our holy religion,

and the rules of right reafon, the greateft act of the

human mind, forgivenefs of injuries, is become vile

and fhameful j that the rules of good fociety and vir-

tuous converfation, are hereby inverted; that the

loofe, the vain, and the impudent, infult the careful,

the difcreet, and the modeft ; that all virtue is fuppref-

fed, and all vice fupported, in the one a*ct of being

capable to dare the death. We have alio further, with

great forrow of mind, obferved, that this dreadful ac-

tion, by long impunity, our royal attention being em-
ployed upon matters of more general concern, is be-

come honourable, and the refufal to engage in it

ignominious. In thefe our cares and inquiries we are

yet further made to underftand, that the perfons of

mod eminent worth, and moft hopeful abilities, ac-

companied with the ftrongefl pafiion for true glory,

are fuch as are moft liable to be involved in the dan-

gers arifing from this licence. Now, taking the pre-

mises into our feriousconfideration, and well weighing

that all fuch emergencies, wherein the mind is inca»

D
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pable of commanding itfelf, and where the injury is

too fudden or too exquifite to be borne, are particu-

larly provided for by laws heretofore enacted j and
that the qualities oflefs injuries, like thofe of ingra-

titude, are too nice and delicate to come under general

rules ; we do refolve to blot this fafhion, or wanton-
nefs of anger, out of the minds of our fubjects, by our
royal relblutions declared in this edict as follows.

cc No perfon, who either lends or accepts a chal-

lenge, or the pofterity ofeither, though no death enfues

thereupon, fhall be, after the publication of this our

edict, capable of bearing office in thefe our dominions.
" The perfon, who ihall prove the fending or re-

ceiving of a challenge, fhall receive to his own ufe

and property, the whole perfon al eftate of both par-

ties ; and their real eftate fhall be immediately veiled

in the next heir of the offenders in as ample a manner
as if the faid offenders were actually deceafed.

" In cafes where the laws, which we have already

granted to our fubjects, admit of an appeal for blood

;

when the criminal is condemned, by the faid appeal,

he fhall not only fuffer death, but his whole eftate,

real, mixed, and perfonal, fhall, from the hour of his

deathj be vefted in the next heir of the perfon whofe

blood he fpilt.

<c That it fhal] not hereafter be in our royal power,

or that of our fucceffors, to pardon the faid offences,

or reftore the faid offenders in their eftates, honour,

or blood for ever.

" Given at our Court at Blois, the 8th February,

420, in the fecond year of our reign/'

What, fir, is your opinion of this edict ? Is it not a

falutary law ? It has embalmed the memory of Pha-
ramond j and many generations yet unborn will blefs

him for it. Re-perufe the edict j compare with it

your own conduct. What a contraft ! Wo to the

nation, that has duellifts for her legiflators

!
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Has not the practice of duelling ever been held in

abhorrence by the wife, the confiderate, the devout

part of mankind, in all ages, and in all countries ? By
whom is it patronized ? It has had, it ftill has its advo-

cates. But are they perfons whom duty or intereft

would induce us to adopt, for models and patterns ?

Can one man of reflection be found, that ever engaged
in a duel, who did not, in his wifeft moments, con-

demn his own practice ? What your unfortunate an-

tagonist, has left on record to this purpofe, the world

knows. Who can forbear to lament, that a perfon

of fuch a found judgment, and of fuch a clear appre-

henfion, did not, regardlefs ofthe dominion of fafhion,

follow the dictates of his own mind ; and, happily for

his family and his country, avoid the danger to which

he was expofed ; and which eventually proved fo

fatal to him ? That duelling is the object of the uni-

verfal difapprobation and abhorrence of the virtuous

part of mankind, can you deny?
Were your pious progenitor to Mart from his tomb,

and retire to the tragical fpot, and view the bloody

fcene, in all its circumftances and effects, what would
his emotions be ? Wifely does the fovereign djfpofer

of all things conceal from the beft of men, in the ftate

of imperfection and mortality, the knowledge of fu-

ture contingences. Mercifully is the righteous takm
away from the evil to come. The report of the melan-

choly occurrence fuggefted to me a train of thought,

which naturally recalled your pious forefather to my
mind. Could I forbear to contraft the father and the

fon ? How diffimilar their characters 1

To fay, in one word, all that has been, or can be faid,

You have, by one cruel deed, infulted the authority,

incenfed the juflice, and defied the vengeance of Al-
mighty God. Defied the vengeance of the Almigh-
ty ? Yes. That law, which is flamped with his autho-

rity, every tranfgrefiion of which he is determined to

punifh, you have, in the molt daring manner, violated.



28

He has faid, Thou shalt not commit murder. But
have you not committed murder ? Will you contend

with omnipotence ? Unequal, hazardous conteft! Are
you a match for the Almighty ? No, he is a match

;

nay, he is infinitely more than a match for all his

adverfaries. An angry God is truly a formidable

and dangerous enemy. He is a moft valuable friend

;

but the moft dangerous enemy. He is, as one of the

facred writers exprefles ir, wise in heart, and mighty

in strength ; who hath hardened himselfagainst him, and
hath prospered? The famous prodigal in the gofpel

confefTes, that he had sinned against heaven—'But you
have finned againfl both heaven and earth ; God and

man.
Is the deed you have perpetrated, of fuch a crimi-

nal nature ; and attended with fuch aggravated cir-

cumftances ? What muft be the confequence ? Is

your fin, forever unpardonable ? Muft you hencefor-

ward abandon yourfelf to final defpair ? Difmal,

indeed, is your cafe, but not defperate. Do you afk

in the words of the keeper of the prifon in Philippi,

What must I do to be saved? Important, interefting

queition to you, and to every individual of the human
race ! All have sinned, and all infinitely need the fa-

viour. Every nation, Jewifh and Gentile, every in-

dividual has finned. But guilt admits of various de-

grees. Every fin is a great evil ; becaufe it is done

against God. But offences again ft God, as well as

againft man, may be greatly aggravated, or confide-

rably alleviated, by the circumftances, with which they

are attended. In the black roll, offenders are dif-

tinguifhed by the various comparative degrees of

guilt, which they feverally have contracted. One, in

this fenfe, is a greater offender ; another a lefs.—

With a high hand, in a daring manner, have you

finned.

There is, however, one, and only one way, in which

you may obtain the pardon of all your numerous of-
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fences. There is one, and only one faviour. To
this almighty, and evtr-willing faviour, you, in com-
mon with others, have accefs. The apoftle faid to the

alarmed keeper of the prifon in Philippi, and I now
fay to you, Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou

shalt be saved. No other method of falvation do I

know. No other has the fcripture revealed. In this

way, thoufands, myriads, millions, have been faved j

and, in this way, heinous as your offences are, you

may be faved.

But, in the event of a final reje&ion of this faviour,

and of his falvation, I forewarn you in the words of

infpiration, 3 here remaineth no mere sacrifice for sins,

hut a certain fearful lookingjor ofjudgment andfiery in-

dignation, which shall devour the adversaries. Fiery

indignation ! Dreadful idea ! But it is not more
dreadful than juft. For the Lord Jesus shall be revealed

from heaven with his mighty angels, inflaming fire, tak-

ing vengeance on them that know not God, and that

obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Chrisf ; who
shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the

presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power.

What entertainment my admonitions may receive

from you, I know not. But whether you give them
that cordial reception, to which their importance and
defign entitle them, or treat them with derifion, muft
be much lefs material to me than to yourfelf. Ifyou
be wife, you will be an everlafting gainer; but, if

you be not wife, you will be an eternal lofer. Death,

judgment, and a long, long eternity are before you.

A blifsful or a miferable immortality awaits you.

Infidelity, and fcepticifm, and a woful inattention

to their eternal interefts, are the bane of mankind.
But though many live infidels, no man dies an infidel.

That there is a juft God, devils know, and wicked
men fhailknow, and tremble. Truly, fir, it is afear-

ful thing to fall into the hands of the living God

!
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Is not religion the chief glory of human nature ?

Is it not religion that renders the man fo much fupe-

rior to the brute ? Are there not inftances, in which

Inftincl: in certain animals appears to excel reafon in

fome men ? But to religion none of the irrational

animals can make any pretenfions. Of a Deity, none
ofthem feem to have the fmalleft idea. Shall any

man, then, neglecl that in which the chief glory of

his nature confifts ? Shall any man be wanting in

duty to himfeif and the dignity of his nature, fo far,

as to debafe himfeif to a brute ? Does not religion

poffefs every excellence and advantage that can re-

commend an objedt to our attention andefteem ? Is

it faid of a certain celebrated philofopher, all who
knew him loved him ? With inBnitely greater pro-

priety may it be affirmed of the religion of Jefus, all

who know it love it ; and if any do not love it, the

reafon is, they do not know it.

Important, indeed, is the difcrimination between

the religious and the irreligious. Among the former

or the latter, each of us muit, in the day of final re-

tribution, be found. We mufi all affear before the

judgment Jeat of Chriji. The terrors of the day

of final decifion, what tongue can utter ; what
mind can conceive ? Shall 1 tell you of inundations,

earthquakes, and fubterraneous explofions ; moun-
tains, cities and all their inhabitants buried in one

common watery grave ; foaming feas, fhips dafhed

in pieces, roaring thunders, and ftreams of elementary

lire ? But what are all the phenomena of nature to

the terrors and glories, with which the great judge

will be attended in the day of decifion ? Methinks,

I fee the ftern judge defcending from heaven to earth.

How awfully majeftic the appearance ! How nu-

merous and how brilliant his attendants ! From his

terrible face the heaven and the earth fly away. Uni-

verfal nature appears in one common blaze. The
bowels of the fun feem to buril j the moon catches
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the flame, and haftens to die. Planets and cornets

feem to burft from their orbits ; fpreading deftruc-

tion through the boundlefs dimenfions of fpace.

Countlefs worlds dafh one upon another. What a

wreck of fyftems ! What a crafh of worlds 1 With
what juftnefs and propriety does a prophet ex-

claim

—

Who can abide the day of his coming ? Behold

the empyreal throne erected ; the dread judge at-

tended by myriads of myriads, millions of millions,

of angelic and archangelic beings ; the graves open-

ing, and the multitudes who now fleep in the duft of

the earth coming forth ; worlds fummoned, and in-

numerable millions collecting from all quarters. The
fea and the dry land yield up their dead. Even
hell itfelf refufes to conceal or detain its prifoners.

Horrid forms !

Now, fir, every individual of the human family

will know, either to his everlafting joy, or hisendlefs

forrow, the reality and the advantages of religion,

and the fatal effects of impiety. Among the count-

lefs thoufands who are then to be affembled, not one
infidel, not one fceptic, will be found. Who would
not now wifh to be religious ? The mod mercenary
of mortals could not forbear to fay

—

Let me die the

death of the righteous, and let my lafk end be like his.

Is religion a low employ, unworthy of a great mind,
patronized only by an illiterate rabble, or interefted

churchmen ? Far from it. It is an employ rational

and noble -, worthy of men and the greateft of men j

nay, of angels and archangels. Among its mod cor-

dial and zealous votaries, I could recount a long ca-

talogue of men, who, by their accomplifhments, na-

tural and acquired, are ornaments to human nature,

and will ihine, with diftinguilhed luftre, in the hifto-

ric page, to lateft times. Here we find the beft fcho-

lars, the braveft foldiers, and the ableft ftatefmen.

May you, fir, be a partaker of the fpirit and the pri-

vileges of this religion ! Then will duels be to you what
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they are to all good men, an object of execration arid

abhorrence. Your future life, whether long or fhort,

will then exhibit tothe world your deteftation of them.

For the total and final fupprefiion of fuch infamous

practices, you will employ every mean, and ufe every

effort, in your power. To the community, efpecially

the family you have fo elTentially injured, you will

make every pofSble reparation. You will adopt

the humble relblution of the pious monarch—

«

I Jhallgo Joftly all myyears, in the hitternejs ofmy soul.

Such, during the precarious remainder of life, may
your temper and conduct ever be ! May the all -wife

difpofer ofevents haflen the aufpicious, peaceful pe-

riod, in which duels and rencounters, war and blood-

ihed;ihall be known no more in our world !

I am, Sir,

Your molt humble fervant,

PHILANTHRQPOS,

New-York, September 22, 1804.

(COPT-RIGHT SECURED.)
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